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MX Thurſday, December 5. 1706. 


Y Deſign in the two laft Papers is 
to prevent the jill Improvement, 
that ſeveral Parties may make in 

England of the Aﬀairs in Scot]atd-—ommmmmm—— 
I do not by my Expoſition of things allow, 
that every thing done there is ounatly ight, 
or with Reſpett ro Time and Circumian- 
ces, concerted in the beft Meaſureg——And 
they that think ſo, may uadertake to vindi- 
cate the Neceſſity or Expedience for them; 
for I profeſs my ſelf unfic for that Work— 
But 1 think, the Arguments drawn from 
them in England, are both wrong grounded, 
and unjuftly deduced 3 and on that Head 
I have been ſolarge, which I hope, no body, 
thac reſpetts the Neceſhty of ſetting thoſe 
things 1a a true Light, which are ſtudioul- 
iy miſ-cepreſented, will think impertinent. 

I have now another Field before me, in 


which the Kirk of Scorlavd ſuffers a double 
Reproach in Zvglaxd, and which, tho' it 
ſeems to be handed by another Sort of Peo- 
ple, yet is turn'd to the Diſadvantage of 
the beft meaning People, and the Proteſt one 
Intereſt in gyrus throughout Scotland ; 
and that is, That they are indeed ac the bot- 
tom againſt the eftabliſh'd Succeſhon of Eng- 
land, Enemies to the Houſe of Hamover 
and Friends to the Intereft and Family of 
their late abdicated Monarch. 

{ do confeſs, there are ſome Reaſons to 
wonder at the odd Coherence of thiags in 
Scaland, and when Iſeea Presbyrerian,and 
a Roman Catbolick, a Mioifter of the eftab- 
liſh's Church in Scorliavwd and an Epifropal 
Diſſemer ;, Men who are the remoteft in 
their Intereſt from one another , of any in 


the World, and not much nearer united in 
their 


UE nm woe 


(578 ) 7 .-; 


their Principles j to ſee thoſe People, 1 ſay, 
all joyning in their open Purſuit ageinft 
the Union —— Seems to be very ſurprizing, 
and I confeſs, gives too much Ground for 
the Sulpicions and Jealouſies, I have been 
obſer -iag, are in Peoples Heads on this 
Account, 

Bur after all, 1 think, I owe th? Scors 
this Juſtice to ſay; that however vohappy 
#his Conjanttion [cems to be in Appearance, 
and whicn I muſt own, eppecrs tome to be 
too much a T«< \itimony of the Subulty ct the 
one, and the Weakneſs of the wther; yet 
there are ſeveral Reaſuns, whya Iudemeat 


vf Charity ſhould be made in taronur of - 


when the Principles ct the other be- 
woe Rc and vrot21'd, are I-6, hacd ro 
judge of, :nd the.. 17:.\gns more plainly 
pointed out, that any of ihereft, 

To argue therefore, tnat hcavſe many 
of the Preshyterians in Scoriar'd are diffatif- 
fied with the Union, that cherefore they 
are fur the Reftoration of Popery, and King 
Fames VIli. as they call bim, is to flacder 
them exceedingly; and 1 muſt do them 
that Juſtice, as to acknowledge, thateven 
the moſt violent of thoſe Pres: yrerians, that 
argue againſt the Union, are yet very hearty 
in che Oppoſition of the Facobire Intereſt, 
and this has producd a Propoſal in the Pare 
liament, even by thoſe that are againſt the 
Union, to have the Succeſſion of Hannover 
declared with Limitations, : _— 

But as this Scandal 1s not improv'd in 
England only, but has reached the Perſons 
concern'd, the Commithon of the g2neral 
Aﬀembly in Scotland bave, I think, vindi- 
cated themſelves ſufficiently from theſe Al- 
n-rtions, in a Paper ſublequent [C#) their 
iecond Addreſs, in which thu I do not lay, 
there are not ſome things, which at this 
time of Day | wiſh had been lett our, yet 
I ſhall freely give the World a Sight of the 
Paper, as a full Detcnce of the Kirk of Scor- 
land, againR all the Scandals thrown upon 
them in England,ot favouring King Fames's 

eſt. | 
wy = Paper was preſented to the Parlia- 
ment tlie ... . of Novemser, and is as 


tolows. 


Unto bir Grace Her Majeſty's High- 
Commiſſioner, and the moſ} Honour- 
able the Eſtates of Parliament, ' 

The Repreſentation and Petition of the- 
Commiſſion of the general Aſſembly of 
this National Church of Scotland 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

6 Ht notwithftanding there be many 

E ©: good Laws made agaioft Popery, 
« Immoralities and other Diſorders 3 yet 
« we find our ſelves under a Neceſiicy co 
6 repr?ſenc to your Grace and the Eftates 
«« of Parliament, 

* 1. Thelamenta4le Encreaſe of Popery, 
** which is occalion'd by the buld and un- 
« reſtrained Iintulence cf trafficking Poriſh 
** Priefts and J-ſuirs ; who not only keep 
** publick Muſs, but meet amo:gft them- 
« ſelves in great Numbers, aad Popiſh Bi- 
« ſhops confirming Multitudes of People, 
* flocking to th-m avowedly, as if they 
© were ina Popiſh Country, by the Educ1- 
« tion of Children'in the Principles of Po- 
 p*ry at home and abro2d, contrary to 
« the exprefs Laws of chis Nation, and by 
«* th? Inter-Marriages of Proteſtants and 
« Papiſts. 

« That althy*, fince the late Revolution, 
* Endeavours have been us'd for the ſup- 
*« preſſing of I:npiety and Prophanenets, 
« (not altog-ther without Succeſs) yet the 
*« ſame, and in partic:lar- that abom:inable 
« Sin of Afultery, do much abound in ma- 
* ny Parts »f the Nation, to the general 
* Scandal of our Holy Prof: fon, and of 
* the Reformed Religion. 

*. 3- And further, that ſoine of the Pre- 
"© latick Miniſters have introduc'd a Form 
** of Worſhip in ſ-veral Parts of this Kiag- 
* dom, which was never in Uſe in this 
** Church, even under Epiſcopacy, per- 
* haps togratifie ſome in a Neighbouring 
** Church, on which we have no Depend- 
* ance, and the very attempting whereof 
* in former Times was deeply reſented by 
** the Nation. Others intrude upon vacant 
* Churches, aud plaar Congregations, in 
** open Contempc of all Authority Eccleſi- 
* aftick and Civil, not only delpiſing and 
«« trampling upon the Sentences of Suſpen- 
* tion and Depoſition by Church- Judica- 

* tories, 


« tories, and of Deprivation by the Priry- 
«« Council, but even the Authority of the 
« High Court of Parliament it ſelf, It 
« were almeft ecdle(s to enumerate all th- 
6+ Treegularitics of ſome of the Epiſcopal 
« Minift-rs with R-ſpe& co Marriages,ſome 
« marrying M-n to other Mens Wives, and 
« & contra ; ſome anre-ating Teftimooials 
« to cover the Sin of Uncleanneſs; vea, 
« ſome of them preſume privately to ab- 
« ſyive Perſons from Scandals, that are 
« under Pcoceſs before the Church-Judica- 
« tories; Which Diſorders can be verified 
« by particular Inftances of Perlons, Time 
cc 2ad Place. 

« Which things complained, as they 
« have very much in.reaſed by th- pilpable 
« Omiſhonof the Execution of tuch Laws, 
« and for Waut of Laws pruhiaiting Proce- 
« ſtanrs to marry with Parifts, and for the 
« eff-ctual ſupprethng and puniſhing of 
« Aduitetics; fo we are tully perſwaded, 
« that theſs Meaſures taken by ſume Epil- 
« copal Diſſenters, as well as by Papiſts, are 
«« ſupported a1d encourag'd by-a Party dit- 
« aff=(ed tv the preſent Eitabliſhment, and 
« to the true Intereſts of the Nation, both 
« Sacred and Civil, from the Hopes of a 
« Popifo Saccefſor to the Croan, 


AY is therefore pleaſe your Grace, 
and moſt Honourable Eſtates of 
Parliament, t9 take th: Premiſes to your 
ſerious Conſider ation, and in your great 
Wiſdom, 10 fall upon Methods for reſtrain- 
ing the above-mentioned Evils, and the 
more effetual Execution cf the good 
Laws already made, and $9 end ſuch 
new Laws, 4s You ſhall think there anent; 
and in particular, that you'll be pleas'd 
utterly ro extinguiſh the Hopes of a Popiſh 
Succeſſor, and to eſtabliſh rhe Succeſſion 
of th: Crown in the Proteft ant Line, in 
a. « Wiy as may be moſt effeuz] for 
ſecuring Truth, according to our known 
and declared Principles, maintaining of 
the Peace of rhe Nation, and preventing 
the above-mention'd Evils for the furwe. 
Sign'd in Name, in Preſence, 
Elinb. 14.Ndv. and at the Appointment of 
1706. the ſaid Commithon of the 
general Aſſembly, by 


Wikk Wiſhart, Moderator. 
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[ cannot but thiak, that all impactial P<o» 
ple will from this time clear the Scors from 
Facobite Principles, I mean, the Kirk Par- 
ty 3 and however the Fricnds of chac abdi- 
cated Cauſe may think, they ler ve echem- 
(elves of theſe Geltlemen, they may find by 
this Paper, they will be deceiv'd; and [ 
would adviſe the Geatlemeo of the (ſame 
ſide ia England, not totruft coo much to 
it, 

"Tis true, 1 ſpeak this from a View of the 
Surface of this Matter, and indeed the Sur- 
tace of things is, what Iam upoa only, and 
it is the Surtace of the thing, that ſo muca 
Cry is made tor certainly whea Facobrees 
ia Parliament proteſt in Behalf of the Wit- 
liamites; when they that never weat co the 
Chucch in their Lives, aad car'd nar -if She 
was demoliſh'd to morrow, proteſt in her 
Behalf for Want of Security, and edbere, 
4s they call it, there. Whea theſe things 
C94c upoa the Stage, I think, ic is all meer 
Sarface, and to look farther iato ir, would 
be to oblige my ſclf to eater upon a great 
many uograteful and uapleaſaat SubxRs, 
which at this time I chooſe to bury ia Si- 
lence, as I hope, they will ſoon be in the 
Union of both the Kingdoms. 

The preſent Buſineſs is to clear the Pre/- 
byterian Church of Scorland fromthe Scan- 
dal or rather Slander of being enclin'd to 
r:fſtore Ping Fames's Family __ Pofterity— 
And 1 thiak, { could not bave taken a pco- 
perer Seaſon than this, when their own Re- 
pnqrammgs- is their Defence, and teftifies 
or them, that thoſe Cenſures are ground- 
leſs and ſcandalons. 

Nor do I queſtion, but that this Repre- 
ſentation will open the Eyes, even of the 
Jacobite Party themſelves, it any of them 
were (0 foolith as to believe, that becauſe 
theſe Gentlemen did not immediately fall 
into the Succeſſion, that therefore they 
mutt needs be of their ſide. 

Indeed ſomething very firange muſt fall 
out, when the Presbyterizns reftore that 
Race z they reftor'd one King already in 
both Kiagdoms, for let them ſay what they 
will to it, 'tis plain, the Presbyrerians- in 
Scotland brought King Charles LI. ja there, 
as their Brethren in England did here, and 
how both haye been treatcd for ir, 1 leave 
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